
READING
Learn to read, read to learn

• How did you learn to read?

• Reading is a complex, cognitive process that involves decoding 
symbols to derive meaning from text.

• The goal of reading is comprehension – understanding the text at 
progressively deeper levels so that reading can be an 
immersive, pleasurable and useful skill

• We learn to read by reading!- but there are tools that can help 
us along the way.





Components of Reading

• Phonemic Awareness

• Phonics

• Fluency

• Vocabulary

• Comprehension (literature and information)

Books offer almost three times as many interesting or complicated words 

outside the general vocabulary of a year 6 pupil, compared to even the 

most educated speakers. Simply relying on conversation to increase 

vocabulary falls short of what can be gained through reading.



Phonemic Awareness
Phonemic awareness refers to the ability to focus on and 

manipulate individual sounds (phonemes) in spoken words.

Phonemic awareness is the foundation of reading and spelling.

“Phonemic awareness is both a prerequisite for and a consequence of 
learning to read.”

It’s all auditory...examples of strategies to help improve this awareness:

• Rhyming, songs, poems, alliteration

• Blending and segmenting sounds

• Manipulating  sounds

• Onset and rime

• Syllables



Phonics
The relationship between letters and sounds. It is the link 

between what we say and what we can read and write. 

• Learning phonemes

• Recognising graphemes

• Practising with CVC words 
(Consonant, Vowel, Consonant)

• Learning to blend and segment

• Reading decodable books



Fluency
Fluency in reading is the ability to read continuous text 

with appropriate momentum,
phrasing, attention to conventions, and stress.

• Learning common exception words 
.eg the, my , was

• Re-reading texts

• Hearing modelled fluent reading

• Echoing reading

• Having predictable books/rhythmic 
pattern, repeated phrases



Vocabulary
Vocabulary is the knowledge of words used in language and their
meaning. As children begin to read more difficult texts, they must 

learn vocabulary outside of their oral language.

• Rich Conversations

• READ DAILY

• Select a new word each week to learn 
and use in every-day language. Create a 
point system with family members on who 
uses the word the most in a given week.

• Concentration games with 
words/meanings

• 'Narrating' daily life

• Exposure to a variety of genres in 
reading/hearing books read

• Multiple meaning words

• Synonyms/Antonyms/Homophones



Comprehension
The ability to process and draw meaning from text(s) and pictures on many 
levels. Students must understand and make meaning of information read in 

various texts to expand their knowledge of the real world.

NON-FICTION

• Text features (glossary, footnotes, index, 

captions, charts, diagrams)

• Evidence

• Point of view

• Genres (biography, autobiography, recipe, 

magazines, journals)

• Text structure (compare/contrast, 

sequence, time order)

FICTION

• Story elements

• Theme

• Point of view

• Evidence

• Genre (historical fiction, realistic fiction, 

poems)

• Author’s intent (Figurative language, 

sarcasm, humor, foreshadowing)



Phonics and Early Reading at 
Kingshill

Unlocking Letters and Sounds

• Through ULS children will learn the 150+ graphemes that are 
represented by the 44 phonemes of the English language along 
with common exception words (CEWs) in a planned, phased, 
progressive way. This is achieved through daily phonics lessons, 
reading practice using fully decodable books matched to the 
child’s phonic knowledge and daily handwriting practice.



Phonics lessons

• Phonics is taught every day 
at 9 am

• Each lessons follows the same 
structure 



Reading at home

• Phonics resources are on the school 
website so can be used at home

• Books coming home

• Re-Reading

• Common Exception Words

• Reading for Pleasure

• It should not be a battle or a 
chore....



BEFORE, DURING, AFTER



READ, READ, READ
20 minute rule

• Starting in reception, if a child reads 20 minutes a day at home, they will 
hear 1.8 million words per year. They will have read for 851 hours by year 
6 and on standardized tests, they will likely score better than 90% of their 
peers.

Children benefit when teachers and parents reinforce the same concepts 
and ideas. For this to happen, parents must have some knowledge of what 
happens in the classroom and what happens at home that supports reading 
acquisition.


