
Open The Book Assembly 

Normally in school on a Wednesday we would be watching an ‘Open the Book’ assembly 

and today we have a recording for you to watch 

This week's video is about what happened on the Day of Pentecost. The link is:- 

https://youtu.be/hZQjt3p6r3c The link is on YouTube and will take you 

straight to the intended Open the Book content but, as always, when on YouTube make sure 
you have an adult with you to supervise 

While you are watching you can shout out each country's name after it is said. 

 Group 1 is for people from Rome 
 Group 2 is for people from Asia 
 Group 3 is for people from Africa 
 Group 4 is for people from Turkey 

 Group 5 is for people from Greece  

Below is an explanation about the Feast of Pentecost if you want to understand the 

event in more detail.  

Pentecost was originally a Jewish holiday celebrating the religious festival called 

'Shavuot' in the Hebrew language and Pentecost in the Greek language. It was a harvest 

festival celebrating the end of the wheat harvest. It came 50 days (7 weeks) after the 

Feast of the Passover during which a sheaf offering would be made. There were 7 weeks 

of the wheat harvest between the Feast of the Passover and the Feast of Pentecost. It 

was also a time when Israel celebrated the giving of the law to Moses at Mount Sinai. 

This was a big event, one of the three major Jewish festivals held during the year and 

devout Jewish people from countries far and wide attended. 

It was during the Feast of Pentecost that the Holy Spirit fell upon a gathering of Jesus 

Christ's disciples and was accompanied by a number of unusual happenings. It had been 

10 days since Jesus had ascended to heaven and Jesus had told the disciples to wait in 

Jerusalem until the Holy Spirit should fall on them  The disciples were altogether in one 

room when suddenly there was the sound of a mighty rushing wind and tongues of fire 

appeared above their heads. They found that they were able to speak in different 

languages, languages that they hadn't learned, and they were filled with boldness. Prior 

to this event they had been cowering away, hiding from the Jewish authorities for fear of 

being arrested, but now that fear was banished and they went out into the streets and 

spoke to the people who had come for the Festival in their own languages telling them 

of God's mighty works. The people were amazed at what was happening; hearing these 

disciples speaking to them in their own languages. St Peter then spoke a mighty 

message to those gathered and as a result some 3000 people became followers of Jesus! 

That was the beginning of the Christian Church as we now know it. 

This story can be found in chapter 2 of the Acts of the Apostles in the New Testament. 

https://youtu.be/hZQjt3p6r3c

