
English – I can write the biography of an author 
 
For the next 3 days you will be writing the biography of the author you chose to 
research last week.  You can refer to the notes you made last week to help you and 
you might need to do further research if necessary.   
 
You can hand write your work or type it up if you prefer. 
 
For each paragraph you have been given some specific things to include and there 
are links to BBC bitesize videos that explain the success criteria in more detail if you 
need them. 
 
For each paragraph I have given an example of what it might look like using the 
author Michael Morpurgo as an example.  You can use this as a guide for your own 
work and you might find it helpful to have similar subheadings to organise your own 
work 
 
As well as these specific things please make sure you follow these general rules 
when writing the biography: 
 

 Keep the writing tone formal 

 Write in the third person using pronouns such as: he, she, they, himself, 
herself, it their, them 

 Write in the past tense 

 Include specific dates 

 Write in chronological order 

 Use subheadings for each paragraph 
 
  



Wednesday 
 
Task 1: Write 1 paragraph introducing the author  
 

Success Criteria 

 introduction – 5Ws giving a brief description of the author, who they are, what 
types of book they write, where they are from, when their books were 
published,    why they are popular/famous 

 
Task 2: Write paragraphs about their early life  

Success Criteria 

 relative clause https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zkcd7sg 

 Time conjunctions and specific dates 
 

e.g. 

 
Michael Morpurgo 

 
Sir Michael Morpurgo is one of Britain’s most acclaimed and popular children’s 
authors. During his career so far, he has written over 100 books and been awarded 
with a knighthood in recognition of his achievements. As well as being a successful 
author, Morpurgo is a celebrated charity worker, family man and inspiration to adults 
and children alike. 
 
Early Life 
Michael Morpurgo was born on 5th October 1943 in St Albans, Hertfordshire. He and 
his brother Pieter, who was 2 years older, were evacuated to Northumberland to 
keep them safe during the bombing of London in WW2. He attended two boarding 
schools before starting a very brief career in the Army. He enjoyed parts of army life 
but disliked being shouted at and so decided to leave and go to university instead.  
 
In 1963, Morpurgo married Clare Lane and they went on to have three children 
together: Sebastian, Horatio and Rosalind. After university, Michael became a school 
teacher in Kent and particularly enjoyed reading stories to his class. In 1974, 
Morpurgo wrote his first book entitled ‘It Never Rains: Five Stories’. Morpurgo was 
reported saying that his teaching days were some of the happiest of his life. 
 
Ten years later, Michael Morpurgo wanted a change and so, he and his family 
moved to Devon. They bought a large house next to a farm and set up the charity, 
Farms for City Children. Farms for City Children is a charity for children who live in 
cities and big towns. It gives them the opportunity to stay at one of the charity’s three 
farms for a week. Children learn about where their food comes from, how to care for 
animals and about working as part of a team. 
 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zkcd7sg

