
25.1.21 Opal Class Science lesson 

Hello Opal Class,  

Thank you very much for handing in all your lovely work. 

Today we are starting our new topic on animals and humans. In 
term one we have already tested all our senses and we will 
therefore focus on animals and only a little bit on humans. In 
today’s lesson I would like you to think about what all of us 
need to survive and what the difference is between a wild and a 

domestic animal. 

Question:  

• What do all animals need to survive?  

• What does it mean to be wild? 

 
An animal is any living thing that 
is not a plant. There are many 
different types of animals - some 

live in water, some on land and 
some fly in the sky. But they all 
need the same 3 things in order to 
stay alive:  

 

 

Water: All animals need to drink water and different types of 

animals do this in different ways.  



Air: Different animals breathe in 
different ways, depending on 
where they live. For example, 
fish have special organs called 
gills that help them breathe in 
oxygen from the water around 
them.  

 

Food: Different types of animals 
need different foods and it is 
the main source of energy for 
all animals. Animals use special 
skills to get their food, some 
can jump up high and catch 
food in their mouths or with their tongues, some use their hands 

to break open shells or skins.  

 

 

 

 

Shelter – a place to live: All animals also need somewhere to live. 

Space: all animal need a bit of space for them self 

Pets, farm and zoo animals all need to be cared for in order to 
stay healthy. But animals living in the wild have to find these 
basic needs for themselves. Many parent animals look after their 
young in a similar way to human adults looking after their 

children.  



 

Now, have a go at this activity 

 

 



What does it mean to be wild? 

Now take a minute to think about what the words wild and not 

wild mean. A different word for not wild is DOMESTIC. Have you 

heard of it. It means the animal lives with and in the care of 

humans. Have a chat with your family and ask them what they 

think the words mean.  

Can you fill the table with some examples? 

Wild animals Animals that are Not Wild 

(domestic animals) 

  

  

  

  

  

 

For example, where would you put the following animals:  lion, 
horse, elephant, hedgehog, lizard, turtle, chicken, cow.  

 

Let us think about the ‘elephant.’ Should we put an elephant in the 

wild or not wild column?  

• Why do you think an elephant is wild?  

• Why do you think an elephant is not wild? I am sure you had 

a good reason if the elephant id wild or not wild. 

• We don’t all agree about whether the elephant wild or not.  

 

I would say an elephant is a wild animal. 

 



Now what about a duck?  

Do you think ducks are wild or not wild? Why? 

 

 

Ducks can be both wild and not wild.  

Domestic species of ducks are being raised on a farm so ducks 
are not wild, while other pupils may think about wild duck species 

and reason that ducks are wild.  

 

There is also a little booklet for you to enjoy which will 
complement our lessons. (wild animal magazine) 

 

Many thanks, Mrs Kite 


