
Science lesson Opal class 13.1.21 

Hello Opal Class,  

I hope all of you and your families are safe and well.  

We still have one lesson on our current science topic Everyday 
Materials Last time you were busy testing different objects and 
materials. Today I would like you to compare and group together 
a variety of everyday materials based on their physical properties 
by sorting these objects.  

Question:  

• What criteria should I use to sort different materials? 

 
 
Have a look at 
these items.  
 
 
 
 
 

• How could we describe their properties?  
• Are some items similar? 
• How could we sort these objects?  
• How can we sort these materials into two groups?   

 
What do you think? Ask your adult to write down what you say. 
 
There are many ways to sort these objects.  
I came up with these options: 
 

• Sort them into red and not red objects 
• Sort them into clothes and not clothes 
• Sort them into food and not food items 

     and there are many more possibilities. 
 
 
 
 



Now try sorting again. Can you sort these animals into two 
groups? 
 

 
Was this easier or harder? I wonder which groups you came up 
with? (Ask your adult to write this down) 

 

I did it like this: 

• Sort into animals with 2 and animals with 4 legs 
• Sort into animals with fur and animals other than fur 
• Sort into animals with paws and other than paws 

Again, there are many ways. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



When you sort items, you can check what they look like and you 
can also sort them based on what they feel like. 

 

This time try to sort them into groups, based on what they feel 

like. (Ask your adult to write this down) 

My answer was: soft and hard objects or smooth and bumpy. 

 

The picture below shows sorting circles. This example used 

smooth and rough as the main properties. Have you noticed there 
is an area where both circles are overlapping? This means these 
objects have both properties and therefore are smooth and rough.  



 

 

Now I would like you to find eight to ten different objects in your 
house. Then look at them very carefully and think how you could 
put them into two groups. You can use hoops to lay them out like 
in the picture above, you can use two different coloured papers or 
just two different areas on the floor. You can use boxes or 
another container if you wish. If you can try to make an 
overlapping area to see if objects have both properties, even better. 
Please take a photo of this and submit it in your assignment. 

 

Have fun sorting. 

Many thanks, Mrs Kite 


