
 

Life Long Learning, Community and Friendship 

 
 

 

 

 

    
   

   
                  

  

 

 

 
           5 June 2020    
 

Dear Kingshill Family 
 
Just when we thought we had it all sorted to return to school this week – things changed again! It’s so very 
frustrating isn’t it?  The ever-changing situation means that we have to be flexible and react as quickly and as 
measured as we can. It’s challenging as I’m sure you can appreciate.  
This week I met with other North Somerset headteachers for a huge virtual meeting with the director of Public 
Health for North Somerset and information was released for schools on Thursday afternoon. Following a 
further meeting, the Multi Academy Trust and headteachers came to the decision that we are able to open on 
Monday 8 June as planned for Reception, Year 1 and Year 6. So, yet more change is coming. As I said last 
week, we now enter a new phase of school, some pupils will be in school and some at home, and as I have 
said before this will bring new challenges as we all try and cope for yet more weeks of uncertainty. 
Hopefully we are all developing our own ‘inner strength’ at this time and I’m sure we all get that strength 
from many different sources, be it our family, our faith or something else. I have been so grateful for my 
family this week. They have been a real strength for me. We had some sadness at home this week, but I also 
had my birthday so that was a happy day! One of the best presents I was given was a beautiful book called 
‘The Boy, the Mole, the Fox and the Horse’ by Charlie Mackesy. It really made my day! It’s a book about 
friendship and is a conversation between the characters as they go on ‘wanderings’ together. It is most 
beautifully illustrated and is full of thoughtful and helpful words and phrases.  
Sometimes we feel as if our strength is failing, especially when we are under such stress as we are at this time. 
As well as the Coronavirus pandemic there have been some truly awful news items this week, it’s easy to feel 
helpless, but here are some pages from my book which gave me hope and encouragement. None of us have 
the right answers to everything or can sort out all the problems in front of us, we can only try our best. 
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I hope you are all managing to cope as we continue to work through this extremely difficult period in 
education. It’s a testing time but it will pass, and we can look forward to a time when our school is back to 
how we know and love it! It’s a shame the weather has changed but at least our gardens are getting some 
much-needed water and we are a bit cooler.  We do enjoy your photos from home so please keep them 
coming. Next week I will be able to share some pictures of what is happening at school. We have now set up 
the site to accommodate the ‘bubble’ groups as they are to be called and to ensure that social distancing 
measures are in place. It’s not school as we would really like it to be, but it has to be this way; hopefully it will 
work, and the children will be able to adapt well.  
 
 
 
Sophia made edible necklaces using strawberry                                      Harriet planting her sunflower. 
laces and Cheerios, she had lots of fun eating them! 
 

                                              
 
  
     
Archie has been enjoying some lovely walks around Towerhouse Woods and Moorend Spout Nature Reserve. 
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Marvin has been learning some life skills. He has learnt to operate a motor boat and tie a clove hitch knot. 
 

       
 
 
 
Dottie and Ben have enjoyed setting the tent up in the back garden and having a camp fire! 
They have also learnt about the emergency services and what is/isn't an emergency and they practised 
making 999 calls.  
 

    
 
 
Messages this week… 
 
From Miss Ham 
 
Hi Opal Class! I hope you’ve been making the most of the sunny weather we’ve been having. We have been 
going on lots of walks and discovering new paths and green areas near our house. I’ve been busy doing lots of 
wedding planning (surprise!!) which has kept me busy! I’ve also enjoyed keeping in touch with family and 
friends on the phone and over FaceTime. My sister is a doctor and I haven’t seen her in weeks and weeks 
because she’s been busy working. If you haven’t seen family members or friends in a while, keep in touch by 
writing letters, drawing pictures and video calling. It’s also nice to make plans for when you will be able to see 
each other again so that you have something to look forward to. I’m looking forward to seeing you again soon 
- we will have so much to talk about!  
Take care and stay safe. Miss Ham :)  
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From Mrs Foxwell 
 
Hello Topaz Class. 
I hope you are all well, keeping busy and enjoying your families. There has been a lot more to do with four of 
us at home -  like shopping, cooking, washing and hoovering but I am pleased to report that we are all taking it 
in turns and have understood that sharing is such an important part of living together in a family. 
This week I cooked a big lemon meringue pie for everyone as we had lots of spare lemons. I don’t know why 
but we only ever have this on Christmas Day! It was a real treat, delicious and I’ll be making another one soon. 
My daughter was so delighted she took a photo of it and sent it to all her friends! 
Frogs! I found three tiny frogs in my garden this week. I don’t know where they came from. I don’t have a 
pond so I think they must have come from one of my neighbour’s gardens. They’d better look out or the 
hedgehog will eat them! 
I hope you have been enjoying the beautiful weather and are managing to do some exercise outside. Your 
photos certainly seem to show you have been very busy in your gardens and are still enjoying cooking as well. 
Remember to practise your times tables regularly, do lots of reading and write about anything you want to. It 
could be a list, a poem, a recipe or a short report about a walk you’ve been on. 
Stay safe and well everyone. 
 
 
From Mrs Richards 
 
Hi Amber Class, 
I hope you’ve had a good week. As you probably all know, children didn’t go back to school this week. I did 
have one day at school, to meet up with all the other teachers and organise the school for re-opening. It was 
so lovely to see everyone and talk about what we’ve been up to during lockdown. I know that when we 
eventually all go back to school, we will all have a lot of fun and enjoy catching up with each other. It’s 
definitely something for us all to look forward to. I hope that you enjoy the term 6 school learning, have a go, 
and do your best. Anyway, as always, be good, be helpful and stay safe. 
 
Challenge of the week: 
Guess who? This challenge is great fun and will hopefully have you rolling around with laughter. One person 
must imitate a person and the other players have to guess who it is. They can act out celebrities, characters, 
or people you all know such as teachers or friends. The catch is that they can’t say anything that will give it 
away. This includes any popular catchphrases or descriptions of the person’s appearance. They need to use 
gestures and their voice to try and portray the person as best as they can. 
Joke: 
What time do ducks wake up? 
At the quack of dawn. 
Tip of the week: 
The weather is cooling a little this week and we might have some showers. I know rainy days are harder as we 
can’t be out in the garden as much. You could try and get some home learning done during the rain, pick 
something that you feel you can do and have a go. Then you’ll be ahead of yourself when the sunny days 
come again, and you’ll be able to enjoy the warm weather. Remember to get fresh air and exercise when you 
can, as this is really important for our body and brain health when we’re stuck indoors. 
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From School Togs 
 
 

Following the latest government guidance we are expecting to re-open from 
Monday 15 June 2020. We are currently operating a telephone order service 
where parents can call us with an order and pay over the phone. We are then 
holding the purchase until we re-open, or if you wish it can be collected from us 
at the door whilst we are closed. Telephone lines are currently open  
10 am – 4 pm Monday to Friday. Full details are on the website -
schooltogsnailsea.co.uk. When we open we will be following all the government 
guidelines on social distancing and hygiene. We will also be limiting the number 
of families in the shop at any one time to keep everyone safe. Our expectation 
is that it will get very busy as we go through the summer. We would encourage 
parents to try and shop early, and this way they will avoid the queues.  
 

 
From Chartwells 
 
Chartwells are pleased to announce that ‘The Super Yummy Kitchen - food, play and education brought to 
your home’ is still available for those children that are not back at school yet. Please visit our YouTube channel 
‘The Super Yummy Kitchen’ to see our cook-along videos with our chef Andrew. The videos will not only help 
keep the nation’s children entertained, but provide them with yummy, healthy snacks made using ingredients 
from their store cupboard. 
 

                               
 
 
 
 
Birthdays this week. Ria, Oscar M and Harriet (and me!)   
Happy Birthday to us!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://schooltogsnailsea.co.uk/
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As you may remember, last year we collected Aldi’s ‘Kit for 
Schools’ vouchers and whilst we did not win the £20,000 
prize we have just received a free Aldi School kit with lots of 
lovely resources we can use for future lessons and sports 
days. Thank you to everyone who shopped in Aldi and 
collected vouchers for us! 

 
 
 
                            
Virtual Summer School Games launching 1st June! 
School Games Organisers launched a ‘Virtual Summer School Games’ this week and we would love to see 
Kingshill pupils joining in with the weekly challenges.  Our school currently holds the  
Gold Award with this organisation and at this time of year we would normally be entering lots 
of sporting competitions so the ‘Virtual Games’ is a great way to show how you are keeping 
fit at home. 
The 60 second challenges will be linked to 5 sports: Athletics, Netball, Gymnastics, Tennis and 
Cricket. 
This week's athletics challenge is 'Speed Bounce' which Kingshill pupils will be familiar with as 
in school we use a speed bounce mat as part of our personal challenge focus in P.E.  You don't 
have to use a special mat to do this exercise so it's a great one to try at home: 
• To make a speed bounce you can use a rolled towel, skipping rope, tape etc to make a straight line on a flat 
surface. 
• Jump two-footed from side to side over your home-made speed bounce as many times as possible in 60 
continuous seconds. (If you don’t land on two feet you don’t get a point but keep going!) 
• If you find jumping tricky, step over the line/rolled towel however you can (get a point every time two feet 
are on the same side). 
All the information you need is on the home learning page on the school website under the tab 'Wesport 
Virtual Summer School Games'.  You can upload your score on the School Games website and there is even a 
prize for the most active school.  Happy bouncing! 
 
 

 
Diamond and Opal - please have a look at the ‘Letters and Sounds’ YouTube channel for 
phonics lessons for Reception and Year 1. They are really accessible and a good refresher 
for your sounds.  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCP_FbjYUP_UtldV2K_-niWw 
 
 

 
Thoughts for this week.  
 
It’s rather fitting that last week Christians have been celebrating ‘Pentecost’ – a 
time when God sent the Holy Spirit and the church was ‘born’. Here’s what 
happened… 
 
Before Jesus went back to be with his Father in heaven, he told his disciples that 
he had some important work for them to do. He told them to go to Jerusalem and 
wait for a special helper called the Holy Spirit to come. The trouble was, the disciples did not know who this 
Holy Spirit was or how he would come!  
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCP_FbjYUP_UtldV2K_-niWw
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They were all waiting in an upstairs room in Jerusalem when they suddenly heard the sound of the wind, 
which just got louder and louder! This was strange enough, but what happened next was even more amazing 
– flames of fire seemed to appear and sit on top of everyone’s head, but no one was burnt!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What they heard and saw was truly amazing, but how they felt was out of this world! It felt as though Jesus 
was with them, right inside them and they understood that this was the Holy Spirit who would now be with 
them wherever they went.  
They were so excited that they had to go outside and tell everyone else. They all started speaking at once, but 
in different languages so visitors from other countries who were there were amazed that they could 
understand what they were saying.  
They were so excited and happy that some people even thought they were drunk, but Peter, one of the 
disciples, explained to them Jesus had risen from the dead to demonstrate God’s love and power and they, 
too, could experience God’s Holy Spirit if they wanted to. By the end of the day, around 3,000 people had 
become followers of Jesus. It was on this day that the disciples started the job Jesus had given them to do – 
the job of telling other people about Jesus. 
So, this is what Christians celebrate on Pentecost Sunday – the day when the Holy Spirit came, the day when 
lots and lots of people became followers of Jesus and the day when the Christian Church really started. For 
this reason, Pentecost is also known as the birthday of the Church. 
As human beings, we also need to be ‘charged up’. We need food, drink and sleep to help us keep going, but 
we also need recharging ‘within’, to boost our spirits. Christians see the Holy Spirit as a ‘power’ within, 
humans need spiritual charging, too. I hope at this time you are able to recharge in whatever way you can. 
 
This song, set to the tune ‘Skye Boat Song’ can be used as a prayer in times of trouble or when strength is 
needed… 
 
Spirit of God, unseen as the wind, gentle as is the dove:  
teach us the truth and help us believe, show us the Saviour's 
love!  
You spoke to us - long, long ago - gave us the written word;  
we read it still, needing its truth, through it God's voice is 
heard.  
Spirit of God, unseen as the wind, gentle as is the dove:  
teach us the truth and help us believe, show us the Saviour's 
love!  
Without your help we fail our Lord, we cannot live his way;  
we need your power, we need your strength, following Christ each day  
 
Take Care and God Bless 
 
Mrs Thomson 
 
 


