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           29 May 2020    
 

Dear Kingshill Family 
 
I hope you have all enjoyed half term – we have had such glorious weather, haven’t we? It’s been lovely to be 
able to use my garden and I’ve been excited to see the first signs of my patio pots beginning to flower! I’m 
even growing a courgette plant and each day I see new flower buds appear - nature is amazing! 
 
I hope you found all the communication I sent out last week useful. I have had lots of positive responses and 
so far, we have been able to answer any questions you have had.  I was especially pleased to receive some 
lovely messages from parents who thanked us for all we were doing, and this gave us a real boost as we came 
to the end of a very long week – thank you!  
 
At the moment our sense of community is really strong, this is what parents have commented on and the 
importance of community has never been so important...however apart we seem. 
 
This half term week staff met in school (socially distancing) to discuss the extensive risk assessment and to 
begin preparing classrooms and the whole site in general. It was the first time since 20 March that we have all 
been in the same place rather than meeting ‘virtually’ and it was so nice to be together again. It was strange 
though to be at a distance at all times and we realise that this will be the case for a while yet… 
 
When our staff are together, I am always so impressed with them – they are a strong team and are clearly 
working hard to make this Phase 1 work. They have pulled together brilliantly, supported each other 
unfailingly and are being professional and flexible in all they do. Well done team! 
 
From 3 June the office will be ‘manned again’ but may only be open part time so it’s probably best to continue 
to email if you need to contact us. We can’t accept visitors to the front office as we usually do, as we have to 
restrict the number of people coming onto the school site at this stage.  
 
When we are back in school the newsletter will include some news about what is happening in school, but we 
would still love to receive photos from you as we really enjoy seeing what the children are doing at home. 
 
Megan and Lauren have been out in the lovely weather enjoying paddling in the stream and Megan helped 
paint a shed. 
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Marvin has been doing his swim training and kayaking. He made a World War 2 gas mask, learnt some British 
Sign Language, and unfortunately is now back on crutches after breaking a toe on a woodland walk! Here is a 
link to the sign language website: 
https://www.british-sign.co.uk/fingerspelling-alphabet-charts/ 
 

   
 
 
This week Max visited the Ty Sculpture Trail, and found all but two of the sculptures by following the map. He 
played on the tree swing, petted a lamb, saw lots of tadpoles in the fishing lake and paddled in the brook. He 
has also been practising his letters and writing. 
 

     
 
Ivy has been doing some taste testing and planting out her  
carrot seedlings. She’s looking forward to tasting her very own                    Aurora has made some wonderful                    
home grown carrots.         wild animal puppets. 
 

                                    
 

https://www.british-sign.co.uk/fingerspelling-alphabet-charts/
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Birthdays this week: Liliana, George, Silas, Sophia and Tosia - a very Happy 
Birthday to you all!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Messages  
 
From Mrs Bennett 
 
I hope you’ve been enjoying more of this glorious weather and have been able to get out and about in the 
countryside. I’ve been on some lovely long walks with my family and I am also spending lots of time in the 
garden. We’ve just got 2 baby rabbits and looking after them, playing with them and watching all their antics 
has kept us really busy! The baking has progressed from biscuits on to iced buns which was a bit trickier as it 
involved using yeast but it was worth the effort as they were delicious! We’ve been staying active as a family 
by playing cricket in the local park. Watching ‘Ninja Warrior’ on television every Saturday night has inspired 
some interesting assault courses in our garden! I’m missing seeing you all and hope you are all safe and well. 
 
From Mrs Richards 
 
Hello Amber 
How’s your week been going? Did you challenge yourselves last week? I’m really enjoying the weather, it’s 
amazing. The children who live next door to me have had their paddling pool up all week and last night they 
slept in the garden in their tent! Their mum says that they are on holiday in ‘Costa Del Back Garden’! I’ve been 
preparing to return to school. As you probably know, next Wednesday our school will be opening to 
Reception, Year 1 and Year 6. It feels a bit strange going back but more than that, it feels exciting! I’m looking 
forward to seeing all the teachers and children. It will be great to find out what people have been doing during 
our break. I’m also looking forward to seeing our lovely classroom and giving it a good sort out. Have a good 
week, see you soon. 
Challenge of the week: 
‘Not my arms’ – You will need an even number of players for this game as everyone will need to pair up. One 
person sits behind another and threads their arms through the first person’s arms. The first person should put 
their hands behind their backs to make their arms into a loop. Then the first player tells the second one what 
they are doing. Players could brush their hair or teeth. The idea is that the tasks involve both players. This is 
always a really funny challenge, enjoy! 
Joke: 
Why are fish smart? 
Because they live in schools. 
Tip of the week: 
If you’re bored, start to learn a new skill. There are lots of ideas on the internet (make sure you ask a 
parent/carer), or you might already have an idea - such as learning to play an instrument, painting, knitting, 
cooking, dancing or maybe origami. You might decide to practise your footie skills, skateboarding or roller 
skating. There are plenty of things around our homes that can inspire us to learn a new skill. Have a look 
around, what can you see? Remember it takes patience and resilience, two important skills in life that need 
practice and time. 
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Some thoughts for this week. 
 
I thought I would focus on ‘community’.  Being part of a community, in whatever form, is so important. I 
belong to two choirs and I am missing that so much at the moment, there is something really special about 
singing together. We have been meeting via ‘Zoom’ and trying to sing together but that’s not easy, and quite 
funny as we can’t all stay in time with each other - our choir leader regularly puts us on mute! I’m sure that 
the children are missing their social groups and communities like uniformed groups and sports teams too. We 
are all missing community groups at school as that’s a time when we really see our whole school working 
brilliantly together. 
 
Any groups we may belong to are very different from each other, but they do have one thing in common. All 
of the people who belong to each group share the same interest and enjoy spending time together.  
Our school community is very special because it is made up of many different people who have different 
interests and talents, and each and every person is an important and valuable member. 
A community works best when everybody treats each other with respect and kindness, and that’s clearly 
coming through in the case of the Kingshill family as I see how well we are all working together to provide the 
best we possibly can and I hear of families helping out in the community and supporting each other.  
 
Sometimes however, even though we are part of a community we can still feel isolated, especially when the 
community can’t be together in the usual way, and that’s tricky. From next week we will have groups in school 
and groups at home but what I want us all to remember is that we are all part of the same community, 
wherever we are. We will try as hard as we can to keep that community going! 
 
I don’t know if you have heard of the ‘Franciscan Community’ or the  
‘Order of St Francis of Assisi’ or ‘Society of St Francis’? It’s a religious order 
based around the teachings of St Francis of Assisi. The members of the 
monastic order live together in a community sharing resources, possessions, 
and a responsibility for each other’s well-being.  
Unlike some monastic communities, Franciscan ‘houses’ tend to be quite 
small, from three to ten brothers and sisters; many of them are situated in 
towns or cities in places that you wouldn’t necessarily recognise as 
‘religious’ establishments, reflecting the Franciscan commitment to live 
alongside people wherever they are and to serve the local community too. I want to tell you a bit about one 
of the brothers, Brother Ramon, who died in 2000 aged 64. Brother Ramon is very well known amongst those 
who follow and support the Franciscan way of life. He decided that, although he was part of the community, 
he felt that God was calling him to lead a ‘hermit existence’ so he took himself away and lived in a small 
wooden hut, ten feet by six in self isolation for periods of six months at a time. He spent his days writing and 
in prayer and would occasionally visit his family or have visitors. The brothers from the community would 
deliver food and drop it at the end of the lane for him.  Although not living within the community, he was 
always part of the community as his fellow members prayed for him and cared for him and he prayed for 
them too and inspired them with his letters and writings. He wrote many books - have a look online if you 
want to. One book that has inspired many is a called ‘A Hidden Fire’ which he wrote in 1987, in this he 
explored what it was like to be in solitude and how in fact he gained strength from that. 
 
As we approach this next stage in our community’s life, lets try and keep together as much as we can, and 
support each other, even if it has to be at a distance for some of us. Keep in touch if you are at home and we 
look forward to seeing those pupils who may be returning. 
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Prayer 
 
Dear God, 
We all belong to various communities, clubs and groups. 
We pray for all of the people we know in these groups; the leaders and the members as well as ourselves. 
We thank you for all those who care for us, our families and our friends, and for our school. 
Please help us to look after the people in our school. 
Please help us to play our part in making this a happy and special community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Take care, stay safe and God Bless 
Mrs Thomson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


