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           22 May 2020    
 

Dear Kingshill Family 
 
So, as we come to the end of the term under this ‘new normal’, ‘changes and choices’ have been my buzz 
words this week.  As you can imagine it has been a very hectic time for school leaders since the government 
announcement that pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 may be returning to school on 1 June. There still 
seems to be a lot of uncertainty around this. 
Change is an interesting thing isn’t it? Some people love things to change - it’s fresh, exciting and something 
new to think about. Others really struggle with change - it’s worrying, unsettling and unknown.   
This new period of returning Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 to school or ‘Phase One’ as it is called, will be a big 
change for all of us in our school community. For school leaders it means a huge task ahead - to make sure 
that we are organised, that all things have been thought through as best we possibly can and to make sure 
that we can open to new pupils as safely as we can, with all the challenges that the rules we have to follow 
will bring. For parents of these year groups it must be so difficult - you have so much to think about I know 
and big decisions to make. For parents of children in Years 2-5, I can understand that you will be finding this 
time tricky too. You may be pleased to be continuing as you are at home for now or you may have been 
hoping for a change depending on your personal circumstances.  
However, this change has come, and we have to deal with it as best we can, so we have to make lots of 
choices and decisions. We are lucky to have the full support and guidance of the Multi Academy Trust in this, 
and this week headteachers have been meeting with the MAT central team and the CEO, with the 
Safeguarding Officer and with other North Somerset Academy Trust headteachers to shape the way forward 
for our schools. I have never had so many virtual meetings! 
 
We are still continually working on this, as new questions and considerations are being revealed each day so, 
as I mentioned last week, I will be sending out information as soon as I can. Frustratingly for many (including 
me!) these decisions understandably take a lot of time to make, as we must try and think it all through very 
carefully. I want to assure you all that we are doing our very best, and I realise that some will find that the 
decisions we make are fine, whilst others may remain frustrated.  
 
The really heartening thing for me during this time has been all the recent positive comments of support and 
encouragement from parents and governors. It’s so important to feel ‘boosted’ by this so thank you to those 
of you who have been sending kind messages to us.  
 
We have been in this lockdown for a long time now and it’s hard. I am sure, like me, you are tired and a bit fed 
up of it! We are all missing our families and friends and we may be in a situation at home that we want to 
escape, or we are simply feeling low and need some support from others.  We all need to look after ourselves, 
don’t we? This week is in fact Mental Health Awareness Week and there are lots of resources and advice on 
the website:  
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/campaigns/mental-health-awareness-week  
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This year's theme is kindness, with the week running from 18 - 24 May. The 
focus on kindness is a response to the coronavirus outbreak, which is having a big 
impact on people's mental health. Some people have mental health conditions 
like depression or anxiety, which means they have feelings that won't go away, 
and which start to really affect day-to-day life.  Mark Rowland, chief executive of 
the Mental Health Foundation, said: "We want to use Mental Health Awareness Week to celebrate the 
thousands of acts of kindness that are so important to our mental health. And we want to start a discussion 
on the kind of society we want to shape as we emerge from this pandemic."                                                                                                                                                    
 
 

  
On Wednesday it was ‘National Thank a Teacher Day’. I hope you will all join me in 
thanking all the teachers, support staff and admin staff in our school. As I tell them all 
many times I am so proud of them all and so thankful for all they do.  
 
 
 
 

 
It's been another lovely week weather wise, so I hope you’ve all been making the most of it! In school the 
children of key workers have been out and about and enjoying some lovely art activities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
More fantastic photos this week! Thank you so much and as ever, keep them coming! Enjoy the half term 
holiday – home learning resources will be available again for all year groups from 1 June. 
 
 
Kalan and his brother liked the space theme for Miss Ham’s art project. 
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Esther, Ruth and Hannah have been exploring painting in the styles of Monet and Picasso. They have also 
been enjoying paddling in the Moorend Spout. 
 

  
 
Seren and Dexter went on a countryside walk and Dexter has been writing lines. 
 

   
 
 
Isabella has been doing her school work, chalk drawings and enjoying lots of bike rides and family walks. 
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Erin made some delicious chocolate coconut macaroons. Rohan did some yoga and they both helped make a 
scarecrow for the scarecrow trail. 
 

     
 
Liam and Chloe have spent a few days out on the boat. 
 

    
 
 
Sam has been learning to play chess with his brothers and sister. He also cooked lunch - Shepherd’s pie with a 
chunky potato topping. It got the thumbs up from all the family! 
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Archie has been busy helping build a scarecrow for the scarecrow hunt & building dens inside with his little 
sister. 

  
 
Hayden and Riley had a fun walk at Abbotts Pool. They also went on a bike ride. 
 

    
 
Marvin has started back at his swim training and has been writing a nature diary. 
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Charlie saw some baby ducklings at Backwell Lake.                      Aysha has been doing her homework. 
 

                                                                  
 
Ellis and his mummy had a go at making a scarecrow for the Nailsea scarecrow hunt. They have been cycling 
around Nailsea to find other scarecrows. He made flapjack again and he has also been doing lots of building 
with his Lego. 
 

   
 
 
Iga was very helpful in the kitchen making butter biscuits. 
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Aurora had fun making a model of the New Island complete with an erupting volcano. Her big brother Shaza 
took lots of photos of her aliens, space ship models, shooting star and galaxy pictures and made them into an 
alien planet. For her instruction poster she made lots of slime and then left it on the doorsteps of the children 
on her road.  

   
 
Bora has been having fun in the garden. 
 

      
 
Children in Emerald have been set special challenges about the BBC homeschool history programme, which 
was written by Mrs Evans’s sister. Lucy has written this brilliant letter. Both writers and the presenter thought 
that she really encapsulated Mary’s anger! 
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Messages  
 
From Miss Pennell 
 
Dear Diamond Class 
I hope you are all well and have been enjoying the sunshine even though it’s been quite windy. I’ve been busy 
planting sunflower seeds and they’ve started to sprout which is exciting! I wonder how tall they will get. I 
know some of you have been busy planting at home, have any of your seeds started to grow? 
  
Parents - Here is the link to the Jolly Phonics e-readers. They are free until 30 June. These books are decodable 
so children will be able to use their knowledge of letters and sounds to read them. 
https://www.jollylearning.co.uk/jolly-phonics-e-readers-now-available/ 
 
This link is to phonics play comics, which are decodable aswell. 
https://phonicsplaycomics.co.uk/comics.html 
 
 
From Mrs Richards 
 
Hello Amber 
I hope you’ve had a good week and have achieved lots of things. I haven’t set up the bird feeders but I have 
been out enjoying nice long walks in the countryside. Yesterday my mum and I walked all the way to the 
Mendip Trig Point, which is the highest point on the Mendips. It was longer than our usual walks, but we 
thought we’d try a new route and challenge ourselves. We were so pleased we did. The views were amazing. 
We could see Weston-super-Mare, Clevedon, Wales and the Brecon Beacons in the distance. It felt like we 
were standing on top of the world. It’s good to challenge yourself sometimes. It might feel hard when you’re 
going through the challenge but the feelings and emotions it brings at the end are really worth it. I felt tired at 
the end of our walk, but I also felt very proud of us and happy because I’d shared the experience with my 
mum. Why don’t you set yourself a challenge or a goal this week, see what you can do when you push 
yourself to achieve a new goal. 
Challenge of the week: 
Blindfolded. Have you ever carried out tasks or games blindfolded? The idea is that the games should be 
something you would usually do whilst being able to see. For example, you could draw a picture, having 
someone else describing exactly what they want you to draw. Tasks could also include making something 
from playdough or clay or pouring water into a container. You may want to take some of these outside as they 
can get messy! Enjoy! 
Joke: 
Can a kangaroo jump higher than the Empire State Building? 
Of course! The Empire State Building can’t jump! 
Tip of the week: 
Remember to be kind to the people that you are spending a lot of time with. Sometimes we get impatient and 
cross with our family members. If you feel like this, take a deep breath, count to 10 and think of a way you 
could give them a random act of kindness, it will make everything feel better. 
 
 
From Mrs Smith 
 
Hi Sapphire 
I’ve just come back from a morning walk with Frank and noticed all the scarecrows on display. Frank didn’t like 
them and growled and barked at most of them. If you spot any take a photo of your favourite and send it to 
school to put in the newsletter. I wonder who can spot the most in Nailsea? Some home learning for 
you…look to the west in the evening and see if you can spot a planet or two. One will be the first shining light 
that you should see and the other is just below that. Do you know what they are called? Enjoy your 
star/planet watching. Stay safe. Mrs Smith x 
 

https://www.jollylearning.co.uk/jolly-phonics-e-readers-now-available/
https://phonicsplaycomics.co.uk/comics.html
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From Mrs Cleeves 
 
Hoping that everyone is still staying safe and well.  As I was out delivering food to some families this week I 
noticed how many scarecrows there have been popping up around Nailsea - have your family made one?  I 
actually saw one of our families doing the trail which was a lovely sight.  Challenge yourselves to see how 
many scarecrows you can find. Also you could visit the Ty Sculpture Trail in Towerhouse Woods - there you 
need to find 14 different wood carvings which I did this week also. Another lovely walk around the woods! 
 
In my family we've been having a Scrabble challenge since lockdown and the highest score in one move so far 
is "97”; the word was "waiters" on a treble score and 50 extra points for using all 7 letters.  Keep trying to 
challenge yourselves in whatever you are doing and remember to tell me about it when we are all back at 
school. 
Take care, stay safe. 
 
 
From Mrs Wilson 
 
Hi everyone! I hope you have been enjoying the nice weather this week, now being able to do more activities 
out and about with your families. We have enjoyed some nice walks in the woods and went for a picnic 
yesterday. Following our VE Day celebrations, we have been using Morse Code clues to solve treasure hunts 
and sending messages using the Semaphore Alphabet with flags. It is fun to do – maybe you could have a go! 
It was really nice to see your wonderful photos in the last newsletter. I am amazed every time at the exciting 
range of things you get up to and loved seeing some of the home learning you have been doing as well! Well 
done! I hope you find some exciting things to do this week and look forward to seeing some more of your 
photos soon. 
 
From Anthony Fletcher Rogers 
Chair of the Local Governing Board 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and the whole Kingshill Community 
 
I hope this note finds you and your families well and that you are coping with lockdown. Firstly, I would like to 
say thank you on behalf of all the governors, to all the staff at school for their hard work over the past couple 
of months, putting in many extra hours to keep school open over the holidays to provide care for the children 
of key workers and our most vulnerable pupils. I have been incredibly impressed by the adaptability of 
everyone, to move so quickly to a new way of working, with very little notice and chance to plan. 
Of course, the impact on children and parents has been significant, as a parent of two boys at secondary 
school, I know full well the challenges of home schooling, not only from an educational perspective but on the 
mental health cost this is having on all of us. I have really enjoyed seeing what creative work has been 
produced by the children in the newsletter and that’s evidence of that broader curriculum approach we’ve 
always tried to encourage at Kingshill. Thank you to all parents for your hard work and perseverance and 
support you give the school, its invaluable and will be needed in the upcoming weeks. 
I know many of you will have concerns about the return to school, quite rightly so, there is an awful lot of 
noise in the media and making sense of it all is virtually impossible. What I do know is that the Multi Academy 
Trust is working very closely with Mrs Thomson and the team to ensure that we have very rigorous processes 
in place if school does re-open on 1 June, the welfare of staff and children being paramount in the risk 
assessment. 
Do look out for further communications from Mrs Thomson and Mr Bowditch (MAT CEO) in the coming days. I 
know everyone is keen to know what will happen, but the situation is fast moving so please be patient.  
Everyone is doing their best and I can see our values shining through in the actions of the teachers, staff, 
parents and children. 
Take care and best wishes 
 
 



 

Life Long Learning, Community and Friendship 

 
Here is a reading for pleasure challenge that your children can do at home. If you follow the website you can 
use the 'Bookfinder' to look for books that suit their tastes and interests, browse the archive of interviews 
with authors and illustrators, watch the online storybooks, or just see what's out this month. You can also find 
reading tips and book recommendations for children of all ages. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                           

   Nailsea’s Lockdown Scarecrows 
 

As a community, Nailsea has gone above and beyond during the 
current pandemic, and this is a fun community project that everyone 
can be a part of if they so wish! Scarecrows are waiting to be 
discovered all over Nailsea. The full list of where they can be found 
will be emailed to you along with this newsletter. 
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My thoughts for this week.  
 
Yesterday was Ascension Day in the Church of England Calendar. This always 
holds very strong memories for me personally. As a child I went to a tiny 
village Church of England School and every year on Ascension Day we walked 
across the fields from school to the church to attend a special service and 
have the rest of the day off! I never really understood why we did this, but I 
certainly enjoyed the walk and the day off! This week Collective Worship 
would have been about Ascension Day, and this year it ties in beautifully with 
what I said about ‘change’ at the beginning of the newsletter.  
 
Ascension Day is when Christians celebrate the time when Jesus went back up into heaven, called Ascension 
because he ‘ascended’. It occurs 40 days after Easter, on a Thursday, and many churches hold special services 
to celebrate this event in the life of Jesus.   
 
This is what I would have said to the children this week: perhaps you would like to share this with them and 
chat about it?  
 
Children: 
‘Friends are very important to us. Sometimes, especially at school, we will have a special friend whom we call 
our ‘best friend’. Best friends spend as much time as possible together and, at special times, such as birthday 
parties, sleepovers or trips to the cinema, they will be first on the invitation list. Best friends help one another 
and give support in difficult times; they are loyal and can be trusted. 
 
You know that Jesus had a group of special friends – the disciples – and they thought of him as their best 
friend. For three years they had travelled around the country together, sharing meals and talking long into the 
night. He had amazed them with miracles of healing, he had taught them many things and explained how God 
loved them, but, one day, he told them that he would soon have to leave them. They couldn’t believe it – they 
just couldn’t face losing their best friend.  You know the story of Easter don’t you? 
 
Well not long after Jesus had spoken about leaving them, it happened – and it was a nightmare! Judas, who 
had been one of the group, betrayed Jesus and led the authorities to him. The friends were with Jesus when 
they arrested him, but they weren’t very good friends – they ran away. One of them, Peter, followed the 
guards who arrested Jesus at a distance, but he pretended that he didn’t even know him when a servant girl 
asked if he was his friend. Jesus was left to face his captors alone, deserted by his friends. He was cruelly 
treated, subjected to a mocking trial and eventually crucified, which means that he was put to death on a 
cross. 
 
When Jesus was crucified, the friends were devastated - that means really sad. They realised that they had let 
him down and regretted how they had not tried to do something to help him. They were afraid that they, too, 
might be arrested and were confused about what to do, now Jesus was dead. 
On Easter Sunday, however, Jesus rose from the dead and was seen by some of his friends. They could hardly 
believe it, but it was indeed their friend Jesus, they had no doubt about that. He was different in some ways 
but that didn’t matter, for their friend had returned to them. 
 
Although they didn’t realise it, Jesus wasn’t back for good. For 40 days, Jesus appeared to many people in 
many different places, but one day he took them up to a mountain and talked to them for the last time. Jesus 
told them that they were to tell people about God’s love for the world and how he had been raised from the 
dead according to God’s plan. He knew it wasn’t going to be easy, but he promised that he would send the 
Holy Spirit to help them. Then, suddenly, he was taken from their sight – ascending, being lifted up to heaven 
to return to his Father. 
So, when it seemed as if they had only just got their friend back, he left them again. They didn’t know what 
the future held and wondered how they could face life without their leader.  
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Now the point is that Jesus’s friends should have been very sad at this change but in fact they were happy 
because they knew now that the Holy Spirit could be with them always as their friend and guide.  
 
For us humans, change and challenge are always going to happen, and they are both important for us. From 
the moment we were born until now, we have all experienced change and we will continue to experience 
change for the rest of our lives. Change can be a positive thing no matter how hard it is, new challenges can 
be opportunities to grow. Most of us want to change for the better. We cannot always change our 
circumstances, but we can change the way that we think about change. We have the freedom to choose to 
change ourselves – our outlook, our thinking and our habits – to improve our circumstances. This is why it is 
good to be open to change, rather than always seeing it as something negative. 
 
We build our character day by day as we deal with changing situations. Sometimes, this may include painful 
changes like handling loss and the changes that it brings. For example, we might lose something that we had 
worked for, a pet might die, we might suffer health problems, or a good friendship might end. However, we 
can decide to work through these things, rather than trying to ignore them, which could make us feel worse.  
 
So, it’s easy to feel overwhelmed, sometimes, when we think about the change that we are going through. 
Christians believe that God can ultimately transform every ending into a new beginning. However, this does 
not stop us having to go through pain and confusion during the in-between time. 
 
 
This is from Ecclesiastes 3.1–8, we sing a version of this at school called ‘A Time for Everything’  
 
For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: 
a time to be born, and a time to die; 
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 
a time to kill, and a time to heal; 
a time to break down, and a time to build up; 
a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 
a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones 
together; 
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 
a time to seek, and a time to lose; 
a time to keep, and a time to throw away; 
a time to tear, and a time to sew; 
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 
a time to love, and a time to hate; 
a time for war, and a time for peace. 
 
A prayer 
 
Dear God, 
Thank you for the many opportunities that we have to make decisions. 
Thank you for the freedom that we enjoy in this country to make choices for ourselves. 
We remember all those who make decisions on our behalf: our parents, our teachers and those who govern 
this country. 
We ask you to give them wisdom in the choices that they make. 
Help us to treat all people with respect. 
Amen 
 
So, I wish you all a restful half-term. 
Keep safe and God Bless 
Mrs Thomson 
 


