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               15 May 2020 
 
Dear Kingshill Family 
 
Goodness me how things change in a week! I’m sure like me, you have got used to a new ‘normality’ so the 
recent announcement of the ‘easing’ of lockdown may have brought with it an air of uncertainty and fear or a 
new hope in that some can return to work and get out more.  
 
I hope you all received the letter this week from Mr Bowditch, the CEO of the Multi Academy Trust. We have a 
lot of information to now process and lots of organising to do to ensure that we can safely carry out the 
government’s instructions around the possible return to school on June 1st for Reception, Year One and Year 
6 pupils. I know that you may have many fears, questions and many frustrations around this, especially 
around the very difficult and challenging issue of social distancing with younger children, keeping cleanliness 
to a very high standard all day and the safe movement of parents and carers around the school site at drop off 
and pick up times. We share your concerns and frustrations, and I want to assure you that we and the       
Multi Academy Trust are carefully considering all the guidance given by the government this week, which you 
might like to look at on the gov.uk website. We will of course at all times be governed by the safety of 
everyone and the availability of staff. Here are the links to the government website guidance: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-educational-and-childcare-settings-to-prepare-for-
wider-opening-from-1-june-2020 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-
education-and-childcare-settings 
 
The link below is specifically for parents and sets out which pupils should attend if possible; it includes 
information about attendance during the period from 1st June. I know some parents have expressed concern 
about being fined if they choose not to send their child to school but be reassured that the guidance says:  
‘Parents will not be fined for non-attendance as this time’ 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-
carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june 
 
As you will read there is a lot to take in and an awful lot to sort out and put in place, so please bear with us 
and we will get information to you as soon as we possibly can. The Multi Academy Trust Central Leadership 
team have been working hard to give us further specific guidance too and a parent survey will be coming out 
soon to find out whether or not parents of Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 pupils feel they can return their 
children to school on June 1st . The guidance should be available to us by the end of today so I will send out 
the survey as soon as I can, then work on the risk assessment next week and try and get specific information 
to parents of Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 by Friday 22nd May – you will receive a separate letter from me.  
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We will also need to carry out an extensive risk assessment before we can consider opening in any way on 1st 
June. We need to carefully assess and plan for staff availability, the safety of all whilst in school, site safety, 
and for any vulnerable pupils with EHCPs, specific needs or behavioural needs that mean they may not be able 
to socially distance safely. At this stage I would ask you to please just bear in mind that every school will be 
different and will not be opening in a uniform way for the reasons I have noted, based on this extensive risk 
assessment. We all want to get back to normality and have our lovely school open as it was before but at this 
time that is just not possible I’m afraid. At the end of the day you as parents will know what is best for your 
child and we will support you in this. 
Whatever circumstances we are in, this change will have caused us all to stop and think and to reflect on our 
own personal circumstances, so I hope you are all managing to do what you and your family can to get 
through this next phase. It’s so difficult and as I said back in March, it’s unprecedented so everyone is trying to 
find their way to a positive solution in such difficult times. 
 
I hope you all managed to enjoy the VE Day celebrations last week - what a lovely atmosphere there seemed 
to be everywhere, and it’s been lovely hearing about what went on. 
I wonder if you heard the Queen’s address to the nation - one part stood out to me: 
 
...they (the streets) are filled with the love and the care that we have for each other. And when I look at our 
country today and see what we are willing to do to protect and support one another, I say with pride that we 
are still a nation those brave soldiers, sailors and airmen would recognize and admire.’ 
 
As I have said before it is amazing to see how we have all pulled together through this crisis and we will 
continue to do this. I don’t have all the answers, but I have a strong dedicated team of staff and governors 
who will do what they need to do to support you in whatever way is right for your children.  
 
 
We have loved seeing all your photos again so keep them coming! 
 
 
 
 
Seren and Dexter have been learning about space and planets.                Aysha has been reading lots.  
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Amber has been doing lots of Twinkle learning this week. She also decorated the window and learnt lots about 
VE Day. 

  
 
Erin and Rohan went on a 20 mile bike ride! 
 

   
 
Kieron helped weigh and cut all the ingredients for the Christmas chutney.  It is stored away now in a dark 
cupboard. He also has learnt to cycle without stabilisers. Lara and Kieron have been helping their daddy with 
the sports car he is building and have enjoyed doing lots of puzzles. Both Lara and Kieron decorated many 
items for VE Day. 
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Max has been busy again this week playing and having fun outside. He did a sink or float experiment with a 
range of objects, made obstacle courses, built dens, did lots of scooting and learnt to fly a kite. He has also 
been practising his words and making sentences. 
 

   
 
Jacob has been making scarecrows. His butterflies have hatched and they all enjoyed the garden treasure hunt 
and using a magnifying glass to burn paper by using the sun. 
 

    
 
Finley has been busy over the last week. He really enjoyed making a cake for VE Day and playing maths 
bowling (the pins have numbers on them and he had to add up his score). 
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Leah did an experiment and made elephants out of milk bottles. She also baked cupcakes and they have been 
learning French in the evenings. 
 

   
 
Esther, Ruth and Hannah made ‘calm boxes’ which they learnt about on BBC Bitesize. They put in special 
things that they love such as toys, photos and prayers so that if they feel angry, sad or worried they can use 
them to feel calmer. 
 

 
 
This week Sam camped in the garden and learned to play Subbuteo.  
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Harry and Robbie made bunting and an afternoon tea for VE Day and practised spelling by playing Scrabble. 
 

   
 
Bora did some art and swimming this week. 
 

   
 
Hayden and Riley made fairy cakes. They also did some arts and crafts - Riley made a minibeast-caterpillar and 
superhero-spiderman. 
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Dottie and Ben enjoyed making scones for their VE Day celebrations. 

   
 
Marvin has been exercising on the trampoline and writing his 'Up, Up and Away' story. 
 

  
 
 
David enjoyed sorting Duplo bricks into 4 bowls and writing the division sum. 
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Megan has done some Maths, started learning about whales and made VE Day bunting for their window. 
Lauren has continued to work on her key words and made a cake. 
 

  
 
Last week Emerald class were set a poetry task as part of their English home learning.  They had to think about 
about a magical door, where it might lead to, what might be hiding within and what wonders might be on the 
other side of it.  Sam A sent in his work - Mrs Bennett and Mrs Evans thought it was wonderful and would be 
lovely to share with the Kingshill family. 
 

                                            
 
 
 
Birthdays this week : Olivia L and Harley N. Happy Birthday to you! 
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Messages : 
 
From Mrs Evans 
 
Hello children and parents 
I hope you’ve had a brilliant week and enjoyed your VE Day celebrations. On our road, we all had tea and cake 
in our front gardens at 4 o clock. It was lovely to see so many other people (safely) and so many houses were 
decorated in bunting and flags - it was a lovely celebration. In fact, a bomb had been dropped near where I 
live, which luckily didn’t detonate. A neighbour posted an account from her grandma who used to live on my 
road about what she saw and how she felt when she returned from work to be confronted with a huge bomb! 
It did make me think about just how long the war had gone on for - 6 years! They must have been so relieved 
and overjoyed that the danger had passed.  
Look after yourselves and each other 
See you soon, 
Mrs Evans 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Mrs Richards 
 
Hello Amber 
Did anyone do any gardening? I enjoyed the gardening so much in the week before last, that this week I 
carried on and filled pots and hanging baskets with flowers. I’m really enjoying spending as much time in the 
garden as possible. Next week I’m going to look at setting up bird feeders and possibly a bird bath. I hope you 
all enjoyed your VE Day celebrations and had some fun things to do. Our street had a social distancing VE Day 
party and it was lovely sitting out in the sunshine and laughing and chatting with our neighbours. Have a good 
week and make sure you achieve at least one thing each day. 
Challenge of the week: 
Different accents. The rules are simple: do your best accent! Deciding the accents is half the fun; you could 
write down countries and challenge one another. Or you could pick the countries from a hat or even choose 
on a globe. If you don’t know how your chosen accent should sound, you should make it up. Alternatively, if 
it’s okay with your parents, you could watch videos of different accents and try to imitate those. This can be 
fun if you want to tackle regional accents in the UK or America for example. 
Joke: 
What does a cloud wear under his raincoat? 
Thunder wear 
Tip of the week: 
Try and keep up with your daily exercise as this will keep you physically and mentally fit. Maybe try and 
include some yoga. You’ve done lots of it at school and there’s websites like ‘Cosmic Kids Yoga’ that you’re 
familiar with. It’s a great stress relief if you’re feeling a bit fed up and need to relax. 
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From our KFA 
 
Hello everyone, we hope you are all OK.  
We have booked in ‘Bags2School’ for September. If you are having a clear out, it would be great if you could 
bag up things for us. 
Please remember if you are shopping online to use ‘Easyfundraising’. Go to www.easyfundraising.org.uk. 
Search for Kingshill Friends Association and create an account. A percentage of what you spend from lots of 
online retailers will then go to the KFA. Also if you are shopping on Amazon, please use Amazon Smile, go to 
their website, log in and select Kingshill Friends Association. 
Note for parents/carers of Year 6 children. Last week you should have had an email from the office to get in 
touch with Rachel regarding hoodies. If you haven't done so please send us the details. The information 
regarding hoodies will start this weekend. 
Finally, it seems that lots of people have been baking and cooking. We thought it would be nice to see your 
favourite recipes. If you would like to share them with us please send them to kingshillkfa@gmail.com in 
either a Word or PDF format, remember to detail ingredients and method, if you can add a photo that would 
be brilliant. We are hoping that we'll be able to collate them all. No more than one per child please. 
 
 
What a lovely idea - my thanks to the KFA! 
 
 
So, my thoughts for this week.  
 
One of our school values is ‘courage’ and this is so relevant to us all at this time. Courage is 
definitely needed at the moment!  Each Thursday we clap for the NHS staff and carers in all 
areas of life to show our appreciation for the day to day commitment and courage these 
people are showing in caring for others.  
 
During their time at school most children study the story of Florence Nightingale as she is an important figure 
in the history of nursing.   
This Tuesday 12th May (the anniversary of her birth ) was International Nurses’ Day, observed around the 
world in recognition of the contribution that nurses make to society. Each year (usually) a service is held in 
Westminster Abbey in London. During the service, a symbolic lamp is taken from the Nurses' Chapel in the 
Abbey and handed from one nurse to another, then to the Dean, who places it on the High Altar. This signifies 
the passing of knowledge from one nurse to another. It was great to see how nurses were thanked by the 
royal family and many others across the world. One of my best friends is a nurse, and I for one could not be 
more proud of her at this moment in time… 
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I thought it might be nice to have a look at her story ... 
 
The Story of Florence Nightingale   

 
Florence was born in 1820 in Florence, Italy (that’s how she got her name!) 
and died in 1910. She was from a wealthy family. They owned two enormous 
homes, had servants and went on exotic holidays overseas, so money was 
never a problem for her. However, Florence knew that most people didn’t live 
like her. Many people were extremely poor. When she was still quite young, 
Florence finally knew what she wanted to do with her life. She wanted to 
become a nurse and care for the sick.  

However, there was a problem with Florence’s plan. Her parents were horrified. In fact, her mother was 
ashamed of her wanting to do something that she thought was so dirty and below her status in society. It was 
hard for Florence to stick to her plan, but she felt that God wanted her to be a nurse and care for the sick. 
Florence’s mother put a lot of pressure on her to get married instead of becoming a nurse. In fact, Florence’s 
mother and sister were so angry that they stopped speaking to her. Florence pursued her dream and became 
a nurse and then a matron in a London hospital. She was very good at her job. 
 
When the Crimean War broke out in Turkey in 1854, there were thousands of wounded soldiers dying in 
terrible conditions far from home. Florence wanted to help. Again, she faced opposition. Women were 
definitely not accepted as nurses in war zones! She had to fight long and hard to have this rule changed before 
she was finally allowed to go and take other nurses with her. Florence truly cared for her suffering patients. At 
night, when everyone was sleeping, she’d visit the soldiers to make sure they were comfortable. She’d also 
write letters home for those who could not write themselves. Since Florence carried a lantern with her on her 
night visits, the soldiers would call her ‘The Lady with the Lamp’. 
 
After the end of the Crimean War, Florence fought for improved sanitation in British military hospitals and she 
also established nursing colleges to train professional nurses. 
We have Florence Nightingale to thank for all the trained nurses who care for us today. 
It was not easy for Florence to do what she felt was right. People were against her. 
Sometimes, it won’t be easy for us to do what we know is right. People will be against us. 
Florence found that God gave her courage. People find courage in different places. Some turn to family and 
friends. Some search within themselves. Some people turn to God. Christians believe that God can always give 
them courage, whether for big or small things. 
 
Dear God, 
We thank you for the life of Florence Nightingale. 
We thank you for her courage and perseverance in fighting for what she knew to be right and good. 
Please also give us courage to do what is right and good. 
Amen. 
 
So as we come into a time of possibly more worry , anxiety and frustration , let’s all try and have courage , to 
stay strong and take each day with a fresh positivity and an outlook that builds people up and shows how 
determined we are to get through this together ... 
 
Take care and God Bless  
Mrs Thomson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


