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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I would like to thank you and your children for your positivity and support, and for engaging 
in home learning with such enthusiasm and dedication. I appreciate how difficult it can be to 
balance this alongside work and home life. 
 
I would also like to thank our Headteachers, teachers, support staff and administrators for 
their positivity, flexibility and resilience during these challenging times. They have been 
highly dedicated in all that they have done and continue to do to support your children and 
the school community. 
 
We now plan to increase the number of pupils in Kingshill Church school to include those in 
Reception, Year 1 and Year 6. 
 
This will begin from Wednesday 3rd June unless government guidance changes. 
 
The Government’s position in relation to the return of other year groups is not yet clear, other 
than there is an aim that these children should return before the summer break. We will of 
course communicate as soon as we have more information. 
 
The school has been and will remain open for the children of Key Workers and vulnerable 
groups. 

The School’s Senior Leadership Team, Governors and the Trust have taken much time and 
consideration over the planning of a phased, further opening of school.  

A number of factors have informed our decision about when, and how to open the school to 
these year groups. 
 
Firstly, feedback from the parent and staff survey we have carried out this week indicates, 
quite rightly, that your greatest concern on returning to school is the health and safety of 
both pupils and adults. We have been planning stringent health, safety and hygiene 
practices to ensure the school environment is as safe as we can make it.  This is complex, 
detailed and requires training for all staff on the necessary changes to the school’s working 
practices.  
 
We have also considered: 

• The number of pupils likely to return to school  

• The number of staff available 

• The size and number of rooms we have to accommodate groups of no more than 15 
pupils 

 
 
It is important that you are able to make an informed decision as to whether you feel it is 
right for your child to return to school. Attendance is optional, so please be reassured that 
you will not be fined at this time. I completely understand and respect any decision you 
make.  
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Teachers have valued the supportive and collaborative way in which you have worked 
closely with them to support pupils learning at home. There has been an enormous amount 
of positive feedback about the high quality of this. The school will continue to provide support 
for learning at home for pupils not attending school, and those in the groups not included in 
this phase of re-opening. We are trying to do all we can to continue the high standard that 
has been established. 
 
Detailed plans for Reception. Year 1 and year 6 will be sent out with this letter today  
This will outline the plans that are in place as a result of thorough risk assessments.  
 
A letter from Mrs Thomson to Parents of year 2-5 will follow as soon as possible. 
 
 
The school’s strategy in re opening to these year groups is informed by the following Aims. 
To: 

1. do all we can to protect and support the health, safety and wellbeing of all pupils 
and staff, 

2. organise school provision so that it supports families returning to daily life and work 
as soon as practically possible, within the constraints of staff availability and 
Government guidelines, 

3. provide a working environment that is clean and as safe as it can be, 
4. support pupils and staff positively and successfully back into school routines, 
5. support those who may have experienced difficulties or bereavement during the 

period of school closure, 
6. understand and respond to each individual pupil’s needs, both personal and 

academic given the variation in circumstances, 
7. learn from and draw on the successful practice developed over this period 

including home school communication, parental involvement, the effective use of 
ICT and further develop engaging and creative ways of delivering the curriculum. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this update. I appreciate that there is a lot of 
information to process and that there will be some unanswered questions. Please do use the 
school email office@kcs.bwmat.org  to forward any queries you may have.  Many questions 
may be duplicated so the school will collate these as a question and answer document and 
will email out this collated response as soon as possible but by May 29th. If you have an 
issue about a personal safeguarding matter, then of course that will be dealt with 
individually. 

Please be assured that we will continue to monitor the situation very closely, listen to your 
feedback and respond accordingly.  
 
We will continue to keep you updated through regular communication, as well as through 
school websites and any social media accounts. 

To those children who may be coming back to school, your teachers are very much looking 
forward to seeing you. To those who will be learning at home, the school will always be there 
to guide, encourage and support you. 

My very best wishes to you and your family, 

Philip Bowditch 
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